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Kindergartners experience success in full-day program

continued on page 4

I N S I D E

First grader Hailey Perkins records data in her new elementary 
science textbook to show that she successfully stacked 10 paper 
cups during a science lesson at Edgerton Elementary.

Kindergartners in Florence Dupont’s class at Carson Elementary 
answer questions on the fi rst day of school. Full-day kindergarten 
is offered for the fi rst time this year in all 21 elementary schools.

New science curriculum engages students in real-life learning

continued on page 4

They are learning to write their letters, 
count by ones and 10s, and identify word 
sounds.

They are also learning how to walk quietly 
in the halls, work in small groups, and bal-
ance a large spoonful of peas as they guide 
it from the lunch line onto their food trays.

Welcome to full-day kindergarten in the 
Puyallup School District.

The district expanded its free, full-day 
kindergarten program from three schools 
last year to all 21 elementary schools this 
fall to provide students with enriched and 
expanded learning opportunities.

With nearly 1,600 kindergarten students 
enrolled districtwide, parents, teachers, 
and district leadership educators report 
students are adjusting well to being in 
school for a full day and excelling in aca-
demics while developing social skills.

On a recent day at Meeker Elementary, 
kindergarten teacher Sue Field projected on 
an interactive white board the image of a 
worksheet given to each student at their desk 
to show them how to trace the letter “A.”

“I’m enjoying the extra time for the chil-
dren to explore and learn more in all cur-
riculum areas,” said Field, who has taught 
the youngest grade level for 28 of her 35 

years of teaching.

In past years, Field said it was often a strug-
gle to teach all of the curriculum material, 
which was designed for a full-day kinder-
garten program, into a half day of school.

“It has been a joy to allow children to 
slow down a bit and realize that childhood 
is a journey and not a race,” she said.

Ridgecrest Elementary kindergarten teach-
er Darcy McGinty said she, too, is seeing 
the benefi ts of a full day of learning.

“We have time to explore more math tubs, 
look at more books, and discover more 
science,” she said.

Andrea Stammen, whose son Axel is in 
Field’s kindergarten class, said she is 
happy the district opted to move to the 
full-day program. While her son came 
home tired in the opening days of school, 
she said he has since adjusted to the rou-
tine and enjoys kindergarten.

“I think the extra classroom time will give 
him an opportunity to learn more, espe-
cially by the end of the school year,” she 
said. “It also gives extra time for enrich-
ment, like music, art, and activity time.”

Karshner Elementary kindergartner 
Kyrianna Ross can’t wait to go to school 

each day, said her mother, Emily. She has 
memorized the times she goes to library, 
P.E., and other school specialists and, at 
the end of the day, goes home and plays 
“school” in the evening.

Kindergarten teachers credit “Family 

Connections Meetings” — one-on-one 
meetings held the three days before school 
started — for helping to create a smooth 
transition into the full-day program.

The meetings between the teachers and 

Being a young scientist has never been so 
much fun.

That’s how students and teachers across 
the district are describing a new “Interac-
tive Science” elementary science curricu-
lum for kindergarten through sixth grade.

The new science materials teach real-
world science concepts through hands-on 
learning, computer and video technology, 
and related nonfi ction books leveled by 
reading ability.

There are also colorful vocabulary 
fl ashcards and interactive texts with vivid 
photography and space for students to 
write notes or draw diagrams directly onto 
the pages.

“The new curriculum provides many 
opportunities for our young scientists to 
learn about and practice being scientists 
themselves,” said Jennifer Iverson, a 
second-grade teacher at Pope Elementary.

Iverson continued, “They are challenged 

along the way to put their science skills 
to the test through inquiry (asking ques-
tions), observing, predicting, explaining, 
and making conclusions.”

During a recent science lesson, Iverson 
showed second graders an Interactive 
Science short video about how fruits and 
vegetables are sorted in a market.

She then asked students to work in small 
groups to observe and sort objects — in 
this case paper squares, triangles, rectan-
gles, and circles — by classifi cations such 
as color, shape, and size. 
 
While sorting objects, students also 
learned that scientists often work in teams 
to make observations and classify objects, 
Iverson said.

But second grader Kailee Bolen said she 
learned something even more exciting.

“I learned that when I grow up I want to 



Website is valuable community resource 

Tim Yeomans
Superintendent

As a school board director I use the 
district website almost daily. I encourage 
everyone in our community to check it out 
as well. Here are a few of the great rea-
sons to visit the Puyallup School District 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

A “brand” new look

The Communications and Informa-
tion team has done an incredible job of 
branding our school district. In February 
2013 we introduced a new logo that you 
may have seen when entering one of our 
schools or on the roads when passing by 
one of our district vehicles. The new in-
signia blends a fresh color scheme with a 
subtly sophisticated design and the slogan, 
“A Tradition of Excellence.”  The new 
emblem also helps to unite our district by 
serving as a template for individualized 
school logos that refl ect school colors and 
mascots.

See personalized school websites

The district website makes it incredibly 
easy to access individual school build-
ing websites. Click the “Schools” tab on 
the Home page for access to all 32 of our 
schools and to fi nd helpful information 
for students, parents, and community 
members. These websites provide pages 
of vital material and allow families to stay 
updated if students forget, for example, to 
bring home the monthly school newslet-
ter. Learn more about building principals 
who have messages posted on the Home 
pages, teachers, and counselors; fi nd bell 
schedules and school calendars; and look 
for ways to serve your local school!

Learn about district programs

The Puyallup School District offers excep-
tional programs to serve the unique needs 

of each of our more than 21,000 students. 
The “Programs” tab is an awesome 
resource to fi nd information about our 
programs for highly capable students, the 
Advancement Via Individual Determina-
tion (AVID) program, our Puyallup Online 
Academy and Puyallup Open Doors re-
engagement programs, our career pathway 
and magnet programs, and much more. If 
you are like me, you will be encouraged 
by the numerous ways in which the school 
district strives to serve the individual 
needs of our students and to ensure that 
each child receives the comprehensive 
education he or she deserves.

Get involved

If you want to get involved with a local 
charity, volunteer at a school, serve on 
a district committee, or are just look-
ing to be inspired, look no further than 
the “Community” pages accessible from 
the district Home page. Here you will 
see how students are working within our 
community to positively affect the lives 
of those in need. Communities In Schools 
of Puyallup Executive Director Jan Mauk, 
for example, encourages K-12 students 
throughout the district to engage in a local 
community service project called March 

Gladness. Last year the campaign regis-
tered 84 projects in which 15,086 Puyallup 
students donated 5,368 hours to raise near-
ly $57,000 and donate more than 24,000 
items to local charities! I urge you to visit 
the “Communities In Schools” page, then 
click the “March Gladness Website” and 
“March Gladness Facebook” links on the 
lower-left corner to learn more about this 
inspiring movement and fi nd ways you 
might want to get involved.

Find contact information

Communication is a critical component 
of the relationship between the school 
district and the community it serves. It is 
essential that community members, par-
ents, and other vested groups feel empow-
ered to reach out to school board directors, 
district leadership, teachers, and support 
staff. Throughout the website you will fi nd 
phone numbers, email addresses, board 
meeting schedules, and other pertinent 
information that will help facilitate open 
lines of communication. Remember, the 
Puyallup School District is in the business 
of serving the students, families, and com-
munity in which they live. Your positive 
feedback and suggestions for improve-
ment are welcomed and appreciated. 

Visit the school district website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. The 
Home page contains links to personalized school websites, social 
media, emergency information, and more.

Superintendent’s Message

Board Member’s Message
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The best time to plant a tree is ... 

Dane Looker
Director
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. 
Questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination may be directed to 
Amie Brandmire, executive director of 
human resources, employee relations, 
and school support (253) 841-8764; 
chief equity and achievement offi cer 
(253) 840-8966; Title IX coordinator 
(253) 841-8785; or Section 504 
coordinator (253) 841-8700.

I fondly remember my grandmother tell-
ing me, “The best time to plant a tree is 
20 years ago … but the next best time 
is today.” I was much older when I fully 
realized the wisdom of her words and her 
heartfelt encouragement to take an active 
role in making the world around us a bet-
ter place. 

My grandmother used the metaphor of the 
tree as a way to remind me that beautiful 
things take time to grow and mature. The 
soil must be tended and cared for, and we 
need to make sure that the tree is nour-
ished and watered. The very same can 
be said for the young people who grow 
into young adults during the 13 years that 
they attend school in the Puyallup School 
District.

The support that our young seedlings/
students receive takes many forms and 
involves many facets of our community. 
We are fortunate to have such dedicated 
instructional and support staff who make 
our children’s experience a positive one 
every day. We are also very lucky to have 
parents and community members who 
make the effort to support our schools by 
actively volunteering and through the tax 

dollars they provide for the daily opera-
tion of our schools. In Puyallup we also 
have many youth sports, activities, and 
arts programs that provide learning experi-
ences outside of the school day. Our com-
munity comes together often to support 
great causes and to make life for those 
less fortunate a little better. As reported 
in the June 2014 Connections, there are a 
number of organizations that nurture high 
school students through yearly scholar-
ships toward continuing education.

We are extremely thankful for the very 
willing heart of our community as its 
members make sure that our children are 
nurtured and nourished throughout their 
entire time in Puyallup. 

As our community continues to grow and 
there are more and more children to serve, 
there will come a time when we as a com-
munity will need to consider an invest-
ment — the planting of some trees if you 
will — in expanded school facilities. A 
committee is currently studying long-term 
school facility and technology needs (see 
article on page 5).
 
I encourage each of our citizens to access 
the Puyallup School District website for 
information about enrollment growth and 
facility needs. Sometimes it is challeng-
ing to see what a tree planted today will 
become in the next two decades; yet, all 
of us can see a young person who has 
grown and become successful through the 
care and nurturing of an entire community 
and remember his or her journey from an 
infant to a young adult. We often rejoice 
in the maturity of young people — their 
ability to be self-suffi cient and caring for 
others. Amazingly, that is almost the same 
time it takes for the tree to mature and 
become an object of beauty that we are so 
pleased to have in our community.

Thanks for your support of our children 
and our schools.
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High school students excel in Boeing summer internship

School supply donations top 3,800 pounds

Mt. Rainier Federal Credit Union joined numerous businesses 
and organizations in support of the ninth annual school supply 
drive to support students in need. Unloading supplies are (from 
left) Assistant Manager Brenda Snowden and Manager Jacquie 
Rutherford.

continued on page 5

District offi ces closed 
during winter break
Puyallup School District administra-
tive offi ces and support buildings 
will be closed along with schools for 
the winter holidays from Monday, 
December 22 through Friday, Janu-
ary 2. School resumes on Monday, 
January 5. Administrative offi ces and 
support buildings will also reopen 
that morning.

High school students gained valuable 
hands-on work experience in mechanics, 
machining, production control, quality, 
and robotics during a competitive seven-
week fabrication summer internship 
program at The Boeing Co.

The teens also explored career interests in 
engineering, management, and other fi elds 
during company tours, mentoring, work-
shops, and informational interviews.

This is the fi rst time the Puyallup School 
District has 
partnered with 
Boeing to offer 
local students a 
chance to work in 
the paid summer 
internship pro-
gram, said Mark 
Knight, executive 
director of col-
lege and career readiness.

“The program is a great opportunity for 
students to apply the skills and knowledge 
they have gained in our Career and Tech-
nical Education courses in an actual work 
setting,” Knight said.

Students apply for and are selected in 
eleventh grade to participate in the intern-
ship during the summer before their senior 
year. 

Selection is competitive and based on 
criteria including grade point average, 
attendance, letters of recommendation, a 
resume, an application, and a cover letter.

Emerald Ridge High student Andrew 
Rink, Puyallup High student Olympia 
Martin, and Rogers High student Cohl 
Ellis were selected for the 2014 summer 
internship along with 12 other students 

from Auburn, Bethel, Highline, and Kent.

Students work a 40-hour week and are 
paid $9.50 per hour. 

The three Puyallup interns spent the fi rst 
two weeks doing classroom and skills 
training at the company’s Auburn plant.

During the next fi ve weeks, they gained 
factory experience at the Auburn and 
Frederickson plants, including a variety of 
hands-on tasks and training.

Students also 
participated in 
a “Boeing 101” 
and “Resume and 
Interview” work-
shop, toured the 
company’s 737 
airplane factory 
in Renton, and 

visited The Lighthouse for the Blind, Inc., 
a nonprofi t organization in Seattle that has 
a machine shop and does contract work 
with Boeing.

In addition to the extensive work experi-
ence, all three district interns said they 
gained valuable insight into potential jobs 
and careers by developing mentor rela-
tionships with machinists, engineers, and 
business professionals.

Cohl Ellis

Ellis, of Rogers High, said the intern-
ship helped him decide what he wants to 
pursue as a career. “I want to be a CNC 
operator at Boeing,” he said.

Computer numerical control (CNC) ma-
chines, which Ellis was already familiar 
with from his Rogers High manufacturing 
classes, are automated milling devices that 
make industrial components without direct 
human assistance. The computerized ma-

chines use coded instructions to fabricate 
parts quickly and accurately.

The 17-year-old spent most of his in-
ternship working in the “Skin & Spar” 
manufacturing business unit in Auburn. 
In general terms, he described the area 
as the place where employees design and 
manufacture airplane wings.

The teen worked on mill machines and 
learned skills such as precision measuring, 
reading drawings, and identifying where 
parts are located on an airplane. Math 
skills are a major component of the work, 
he said, adding he was trained to measure 
everything to a thousandth of an inch.

Ellis said he has spent a majority of his 
three years of high school enrolled in 
Career and Technical Education classes 
to learn the skills necessary to reach his 

post-secondary goal of working for The 
Boeing Co.

He has taken two years of welding classes, 
three years of manufacturing classes, and 
three years of Architecture, Construction, 
and Engineering (ACE) Academy. He also 
enrolled in drafting for the fi rst time this 
fall.

After graduation, Ellis said he hopes to 
be accepted into a four-year Boeing ap-
prenticeship program or attend Renton 
Technical College to become certifi ed as a 
mill operator.

Andrew Rink

Rink, of Emerald Ridge High, spent the 
majority of his summer internship in the 

Rogers High student Cohl Ellis drills through carbon fi ber and 
aluminum during a summer internship at The Boeing Co.

photo courtesy of The Boeing Co.

“The program is a great opportunity for 
students to apply the skills and knowl-
edge they have gained in our Career 
and Technical Education courses in an 
actual work setting.”

Mark Knight

More than 11,000 pencils, 3,125 spiral 
notebooks, and 700 new backpacks are 
among $36,650 worth of school supplies 
donated this year by area businesses, ser-
vice organizations, and individuals.

This is the ninth year that Communities In 
Schools of Puyallup (CISP) has partnered 
with the Puyallup School District to coor-
dinate the drive for local students in need.

Jan Mauk, executive director of CISP, 
said the donations provide students with 
basic supplies to achieve in school.

Nearly 40 businesses, organizations, or 
groups supported this year’s effort by 
organizing a drive or offering to be a 
drop-off donation site, she said. Several of 
the businesses or groups have participated 
in each of the nine annual drives, while 
others have been consistent supporters for 
at least the past fi ve years.

“The level of community involvement 
continues to increase year after year,” 
Mauk said. “We are so thankful for all of 
the donations and continued interest in 
serving students with basic learning tools, 
especially at the start of the school year.”

Costco, for example, has donated hun-
dreds of backpacks every year for each 
of the past nine years. This year, the 
company donated a majority of the 610 
new elementary backpacks collected 
during a two-week school supplies drive 
in August.

Red Canoe Credit Union has also been 
integral to the program’s success, Mauk 
said. For the fi fth straight year, the 
company coordinated a “Fill the Canoe” 
school supply drive at its Puyallup loca-

tions and at numerous businesses and 
organizations throughout the community.

The drive brought in nearly 3,800 pounds 
of school supplies, and Red Canoe Credit 
Union matched donated supplies pound-
for-pound.

In addition to the thousands of school sup-
plies, other local companies, faith-based 
organizations, service clubs, and individu-
als contributed to the success of the drive 
by volunteering time to sort and inventory 
items sent throughout the district.

In a related effort to help students in 
need, Mauk said the Fred Meyer store in 
downtown Puyallup contributed more than 
2,400 “Weekend Backpacks” — paper 
grocery bags fi lled with $5 worth of kid-
friendly food purchased by customers.

The food bags, containing items such 
as pasta and sauce, granola bars, and 
canned fruit and vegetables, are given 
to students in need at Stewart, Sunrise, 
and Karshner elementary schools on 
Fridays to ensure they have food over 
the weekend.

District renames 
rooms in honor of 
Puyallup Tribe
In honor of the Puyallup Tribe of 
Indians, the school district has renamed 
the meeting rooms at its administrative 
offi ce in downtown Puyallup after the 
four seasons and the culture of those 
who fi rst inhabited this land.

About two dozen school district em-
ployees and several members of the 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians attended the 
October 10 renaming ceremony and 
blessing at the Education Service Cen-
ter. The administrative offi ce is on the 
corner of Meridian Street and Pioneer 
Avenue. 

The event featured the unveiling of the 
new names — Mt. Tahoma, Salmon, 
Cedar, and Salish, as well as Native 
American drumming and a Native 
American blessing.

Read more about the renaming ceremony 
and see photos on the district website.
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Full-day kindergarten
continued from page 1

Meeker Elementary kindergarten teacher Sue Field reads to the 
class this fall during the opening weeks of the full-day kindergarten 
program.

families were an opportunity to get to 
know one another in a relaxed environ-
ment before the fi rst full day of school, 
said Dana Harris, director of instructional 
leadership.

In addition to welcoming the student and 
family members, teachers were able to 
use the meeting time to do some basic 
skills assessments and update the student’s 
records with important details such as 
whether the child walks or takes the bus, 

has before- or after-school child care, or 
has allergies or other medical needs, Har-
ris said.

Students also had a chance to see their 
classrooms and share about themselves, 
including whether they had siblings or a 
favorite pet at home.

“In those meetings we were able to learn 
more about our students and their families 
than ever before,” said Lorrie Hodge, kin-
dergarten teacher at Karshner Elementary 
School. 

McGinty added, “Kindergarten didn’t 
seem as scary to the students 
who were a little apprehen-
sive.”

Vince Pecchia, chief academic 
offi cer of Regional Learning 
Community #1, said the meet-
ings also helped parents start 
the kindergarten year “knowing 
they are a partner in their child’s 
education. It really personal-
izes the school experience with 
families.”

The district also prepared fami-
lies for the full-day program 
by hosting kindergarten parent 
information meetings held last 
spring. The meetings featured 

information about what to expect in a full-
day program and were an opportunity for 
parents to ask questions.

Research shows numerous benefi ts to a 
full-day kindergarten program. Children 
who attend full day spend 30 percent 
more time on reading and literacy 
instruction, for example, and 46 percent 
more time on math than children in half-

day programs.

While numerous departments throughout 
the school district have worked together to 
implement the full-day program, credit for 
the smooth transition “really goes to the 
kindergarten teachers,” Pecchia said. 

“They are working very hard to make this 
successful.”

be a scientist,” she said. “This is fun.”

Meeting state learning standards

The district replaced its elementary sci-
ence curriculum this year to better prepare 
students to be successful in school and in 
post-secondary education and careers, said 
Christine Moloney, director of instruc-
tional leadership.

Interactive Science also aligns with state 
Common Core learning standards and 
“Next Generation Science Standards” — 
new national science standards adopted a 
year ago that are beginning to be incor-
porated into school curricula across the 
country, she said.

Puyallup’s newest science materials are 
also infused with more lessons in Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) and can be understood by a wide 
spectrum of learning styles and abilities.

“We want to provide our students with a 
curriculum that allows them to explore 
their curiosities with deep, critical think-
ing and problem-solving strategies that 
will prepare them for the world that awaits 
them,” said Pope Elementary teacher 
Stephanie Haegele.

Haegele led a 20-member elementary 
science cadre of teachers and district 

leadership that participated last year in the 
curriculum adoption process.

Books, videos, and experiments

Nonfi ction books called “leveled readers” 
are available to support every chapter in 
the student textbook.

There are different books written on the 
same subject to reach students who are 
reading below level, on level, and above 
level. Others are written, including some 
in Spanish, for students who need English 
Language Learner support.

“First graders tend to gravitate toward and 
love to read nonfi ction,” said Pam Saleen, 
fi rst-grade teacher at Edgerton Elementa-
ry. “Having the leveled nonfi ction readers 
is a great bonus we have not seen before 
in our science curriculum.”

Every aspect of the new Interactive Sci-
ence curriculum is engaging, ranging from 
books students can write in to video clips 
of real-life events that students can relate 
to and be inspired to learn more about, 
Moloney said.

A video series that supports the texts fea-
tures a group of young adults who go on 
different adventures to explain scientifi c 
concepts. Each one incorporates music 
with the key ideas.

In one, an actor goes scuba diving off 
the Florida Keys to show coral and the 
difference between living and nonliving 

creatures. Another video shows an actor 
sandboarding near the ocean to illustrate 
the meaning of force and motion, includ-
ing gravity and friction.

The Interactive Science “textbook” is a 
large student workbook fi lled with full-
color photos and brightly colored charts 
and images.

“My students love writing in their books,” 
said Sarah Meeker, a sixth-grade teacher 
at Brouillet Elementary. “They can high-
light the key concepts, write notes in the 
margins, and assess their understanding all 
in one place.”

There are also video clips that support 
each lesson and an online technology 
feature that allows students to expand 
their learning on computers in class and 
at home. Students who are absent can 
also use the online technology to make up 
work, including labs.

Teachers report students especially like a 
60-second “Got It” video that reviews key 
points in a lesson.

Emie Mann, a third grader at Fruitland 
Elementary, said, “What I like most about 
science is the 60-second videos because 
at the end of it they say, ‘Got it? Sure you 
do!’”

Northwood Elementary Principal Melanie 
Helle said she and her staff are also excit-
ed about the video clips. “We like how the 
clips emphasize the science vocabulary 
that the students are learning about. It’s a 
great program that gets students excited 
about science!”

Interactive Science structures each lesson 
by the “5E learning cycle” — engage, 
explore, explain, elaborate, and evaluate.

While originally intended for kindergar-
ten through grade fi ve, the district added 
two sixth-grade learning modules — As-
tronomy and Space Science, and Ecology 
and the Environment — to help prepare 
students for what they will learn in junior 
high science.

The Astronomy and Space Science mod-
ule, for example, includes lessons about 
gravity and motion, the solar system, the 
science of rockets, the scale of the uni-
verse, and star systems and galaxies. 

Ecology and the Environment includes 
lessons on ecosystems and biomes, 
forests and fi sheries, waste disposal and 
recycling, and renewable sources of 
energy.

Students also are exposed to numerous 
experiments using materials contained 
in lab science kits stored year-round in 
all classrooms. Larger lab items, such as 
microscopes or weights, are combined in 
one kit that is shared at each school.

In past years, district science kits traveled 
throughout the elementary schools on a 
rotating basis.

“They only had the science kits for a 
limited amount of time, and if there were 
schedule changes due to things like as-
semblies or snow days, teachers would 
lose instructional time that couldn’t al-
ways be made up,” said Brouillet Elemen-
tary Principal Nancy Strobel.

As with other science curricula used in 
past years, students will be growing plants 
and observing live creatures such as meal-
worms, pill bugs, and caterpillars.

Daniel Shin, for one, can’t wait. Shin 
is a third-grade scientist at Fruitland 
Elementary.

“I like using the science tools like the mi-
croscopes because we can see closer and 
discover new things,” he said.

Elementary science
continued from page 1

Edgerton Elementary fi rst 
grader Ryan Seigars ponders 
how to successfully stack 10 
paper cups while learning how 
to record science data.

Pope Elementary second-grade scientist Aaliyah Barker (left with 
microphone) shares with the class what her team learned during a 
science lesson about sorting and classifying shapes.

Northwood Elementary kindergartner 
Lianna Prokhor works on a class 
assignment in Shea Olson’s class.
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Committee members tour the Zeiger Elementary School campus. 
The school has 14 portable classrooms to help accommodate the 
830 students enrolled this year in a facility built for 550 students.

company’s Frederickson plant.

The 17-year-old said he is interested in 
a career in computer systems research 
and development or computer systems 
analysis.

He also is taking advantage of Career 

and Technical Education classes offered at 
Emerald Ridge High School to prepare him 
for his future career. He enrolled this year 
in Advanced Placement computer science 
after spending his junior year gaining skills 
in a computer networking class.

While computer programming is located 
separate from the factory fl oor at The 
Boeing Co., Rink said it was a valuable 
experience to work on the manufacturing 
side and learn how planes are built.
 
“I was able to see different processes from 
the raw materials to the fi nished product,” 
he said. “The size of the plant is mind-bog-
gling, and there is a fi ne balance between 
the timing of everything so that all of the 
work stays on track.”

Rink said he especially enjoyed talking 
with the 50-plus workers he met at the 
company. “There is a lot of knowledge and 
wisdom to learn from these people,” he 
said. “They were so supportive of my deci-
sion to go into programming and design.”

After high school, Rink plans to attend a 
university to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
computer science, with a possible major 
or minor in music, followed by a master’s 
degree in systems management.

Olympia Martin

Martin, of Puyallup High, worked in the 
Frederickson plant’s composite manufac-
turing center.

The teen said she spent considerable time 

during her internship working with carbon 
fi ber and “unidirectional tape” — a strong 
composite used in airline production. 

She said she was excited to be able to use 
some of the skills she has learned in her 
two years as a student in Puyallup High 
School’s Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Math (STEM) program.

In addition to the hands-on manufactur-
ing experience, Martin said she spent time 
learning the business side of the company. 

She attended safety seminars and inter-
viewed Boeing employees to learn more 
about job safety and effi ciency.

With her eye on a career in manufactur-
ing, Martin said she plans to take com-
posite manufacturing classes at Clover 
Park Technical College and/or apply for 
a job at The Boeing Co.

“This was such a cool experience,” 
Martin said. “I feel lucky to have been 
chosen.”

A win-win for students and Boeing

Boeing offi cials said they are pleased to 
be able to offer the summer internship 
program to area high school students. 

“The Boeing Co. invests in the intern 
program to diversify sources of employ-
ment and attract early career top talent 
by introducing interns to the endless 
opportunities at the company,” said 
Jarenn Nagaishi-Choi, manager of the 
2014 Fabrication High School Intern 
Program.

Nagaishi-Choi said Puyallup School 
District students had extensive exposure 
to the company in both the Composite 
Manufacturing Center and Skin & Spar 
manufacturing business unit.

Although the internship has ended, she 
said the company continues to follow 
up with students as they pursue higher 
education or apply to Boeing for jobs 
after high school.

Boeing internship
continued from page 3

Emerald Ridge High student 
Andrew Rink attaches wire to 
secure details in a fabrication 
assembly project.

photo courtesy of The Boeing Co.

Puyallup High School student 
Olympia Martin (right) learns to 
select appropriate fasteners for 
Boeing assembly projects.

photo courtesy of The Boeing Co.

Fact: Zeiger Elementary is serving 830 
students this fall in a school built for 550 
students.

Fact: Carson Elementary has 969 
students this fall, which is 219 more stu-
dents than the school was built for. There 
are more students at Carson Elementary 
than at any of the district’s seven junior 
high schools.

Fact: There are 231 portable class-
rooms throughout the Puyallup School 
District. The district has among the 
highest number of portable classrooms 
in the state.

Fact: With 21,237 students in 32 schools, 
the district is the ninth largest in the state 
and the second largest in Pierce County. 
Enrollment projections call for continued 
growth over the next decade, including 
an estimated 1,600 more students by the 
2019-20 school year. Most of this growth 
(1,052 students) is projected at the el-
ementary level.

A committee tasked with identifying 
the district’s most pressing facility and 

technology needs over the next 12 years 
has been studying facts like the ones listed 
above to assist in developing reports for 
the school board in January and May.

The 27-member Citizens Bond Planning 
Committee is made up of parents, students, 
educators, and community members from 
North Hill, South Hill, and the Puyallup 
valley. The committee has been at work 
since last March.

Its members have spent the past several 
months touring schools and hearing about 
facility issues and instructional program 
needs from educators who oversee areas 
such as special services, Career and 
Technical Education (CTE), programs for 
highly capable students, and technology 
services.

Zeiger Elementary Principal Cari Ake, for 
example, recently walked the committee 
through the school and onto the playground 
surrounded by 14 portable classrooms.
 
Ake explained how every available space 
in the school, including the stage, storage 
closets, and even her principal’s offi ce, 

have been modifi ed for use as classrooms 
or small group instructional spaces.

As the committee walked through the 
gym, Ake explained the school must hold 
two assemblies on any given day because 
the gym isn’t large enough to hold more 
than 700 students at one time.

The same type of space crunch issues are 
evident at schools such as Carson Elemen-
tary, which is one of the newest schools 
built in the district and has more than 950 
students in a school built for 750.

Puyallup High School has also experi-
enced growth with 150 additional students 
enrolled in the past two years.

With an eye on a possible school bond 
election in 2015 or 2016, the school board 
has asked the committee to update a 2012 
Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee 
report that outlines 12 years of projected 
facility and technology needs districtwide, 
beginning in 2014.

The 2012 plan needs to be updated to 
refl ect new demographic projections and 
instructional program changes.

Brian Lowney, chief academic officer 
of Regional Learning Community #3, 
shared with the committee last month 
that it should consider what space 
might be needed to have students suc-
cessfully meet a 24-credit state gradu-
ation requirement that takes effect in 
2019.

The Puyallup School District currently 
requires 22 credits to graduate.

By 2019, students will be required, for 
example, to take additional lab sciences, 
art, and world language classes — all of 
which may require additional classroom 
or lab space, he said.

The additional graduation requirements 
and other program needs will compound 
already crowded conditions on many 

Committee updates facility and technology needs plan

Citizens Bond Planning Committee members (from left) community 
representative Lori Tetreault and teacher Billie Lane join teacher 
Deb Turver to discuss facility needs throughout the district. 

continued on page 8
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Help for motorists to know when to stop for school buses
When traveling either direction on a two-lane road, 
both of these cars must stop.

Washington state bus laws protect nearly 8,000 students who ride Puyallup School 
District buses daily to and from school. Knowing when to stop and when not to 

stop for a school bus is critical to student and motorist safety, said Director of Transpor-
tation Cathy McDaniel.

As a general rule, a driver should not get any closer than 20 feet to a school bus that has 
stopped with red lights fl ashing. It is safe to proceed once the lights stop fl ashing.

Flashing red lights, a retractable red “STOP” paddle, and a crossing arm in front of the 
bus signal that the bus is either loading or unloading students.

The following are examples of when motorists, by law, must stop for a school bus:

Two-lane road

If a school bus comes to a stop on a two-lane road where there is one lane of traffi c 
moving in each direction, both lanes of traffi c traveling in both directions must stop.
This rule applies in numerous locations throughout the district, including much of the 
stretch of the heavily traveled Shaw Road (see photo at top left).

Three-lane road

On three-lane roads, where there is one lane of traffi c moving in each direction and 
a center turn lane, the vehicles behind the bus and those in the turn lane traveling the 
same direction as the bus must stop.

Vehicles traveling in the opposite direction can continue without stopping, includ-
ing a vehicle in the center turn lane that is turning in front of the bus. An area of the 
school district where people often get confused about this rule is on 112th Street 
E., especially at the bus stop near 89th Avenue. Ct. E. near Costco (see photo at top 
right).

Four-lane road

When a roadway has four or more lanes with at least two of the lanes going in the op-

posite direction, only the vehicles in lanes traveling the same direction as the school bus 
need to stop for the red fl ashing school bus lights.

Two areas of the school district where people often get confused about this rule are 
along Sunrise Parkway and traveling up or down Meridian Street from the top to the 
bottom of the hill. 

If a bus, for example, is stopped on Meridian Street in the right lane on the way up the 
hill, all cars traveling in the same direction behind it, both in the same lane as the bus 
and in the adjacent lane immediately next to the bus, must stop. Motorists driving down 
the hill in the opposite direction of the bus do not need to stop.

Tip to remember

When a driver gets confused about when to stop, McDaniel said it is easy to remember 
that the fl ashing red lights, “STOP” paddle, and crossing arm control the traffi c lane that 
the school bus is in and the lane directly next to it.

Fines for drivers ignoring school bus red lights can be $300 or more.

Amber warning lights

Lights blinking in an alternating amber pattern help signal students and motorists that a 
bus is preparing to stop.

Bus drivers engage their amber lights between 100 and 300 feet from a bus stop on 
roads marked with 35 mph speed limits or less. They turn on the amber lights between 
300 and 500 feet on roads with speed limits above 35 mph.

When buses arrive at bus stops, drivers switch from amber to red lights indicating a 
stop.

Tammy Sutton, the school district’s driver trainer, recommends motorists slow down, 
proceed with caution, and be prepared to stop when they see a school bus turn on its 
amber lights.

When traveling on a three-lane 
road, vehicles behind the bus and 
in the turn lane traveling the same 
direction as the bus must stop. 

Vehicles traveling in the 
opposite direction of the 
three-lane road can continue 
without stopping.

To improve the safety of students who 
walk or ride bikes to school, parents are 
encouraged to review the following fall 
and winter safety tips with their children.

Be seen
•  Wear bright-colored clothes, and if it 

is dark or hard to see, carry a fl ashlight 
and wear refl ective gear on items such 
as backpacks and shoes. Bicyclists 
who ride in the dark are required by 
law to have their bikes equipped with a 
white headlight and a red rear refl ector 
or taillight.

•  Walk or bike on the appropriate side of 
the road. If there is no sidewalk, walk 
on the side of the road facing traffi c. 
Bicyclists should ride on the right 
side of the road, moving in the same 
direction as motor vehicles.

Dress appropriately
•  Layering is warmth. Wear many layers 

of loose clothing, as this ensures 
that there are pockets of air between 
the clothing layers that insulate the 
body from the cold. Close gaps, such 
as neck and wrist openings that are 
potential sites for heat loss. Wearing a 
scarf around the neck and long gloves 
or mittens can help. 

Safety tips for walking or riding bikes to school

•  Again, refl ective gear is helpful — 
especially in foggy weather or on dark 
mornings or evenings — in having 

drivers see those walking or riding 
their bikes.

•  Ice and occasional snow in the 
Northwest can make it diffi cult to 
walk, so a good pair of boots or other 
shoes with traction is essential.

Make sure bicycles and bicycle 
equipment are in working order

•  Before riding a bike to school, check to 
see that the tires are infl ated properly, 
the drive train is clean and lubricated, 
and the brakes work.

•  Keep both hands ready to brake. Allow 
extra distance for stopping in the rain, 
since brakes are less effi cient when 
wet.

•  Wear a properly fi tted bicycle helmet. 
Head injuries cause 75 percent of 
bicyclist deaths.

Sources: National Highway Transporta-
tion Safety Administration, National Cen-
ter for Safe Routes to School, Washington 
State Department of Transportation, Mayo 
Clinic, and Puyallup School District 
Transportation department.

A Maplewood Elementary 
student follows safety rules by 
wearing his helmet as he rides 
his bike home from school. 

Nearly 100 percent of school buses and 
district vehicles met safety standards 
during an extensive four-day Washing-
ton State Patrol inspection in August.

Of the 188 school buses and 17 district 
support vehicles examined, 97 percent 
of the buses and 100 percent of the 
support vehicles passed inspection, said 
Cathy McDaniel, director of transporta-
tion.

Seven buses were placed out of service 
for issues such as a brake fl uid leak, 
unsecured items in the driver’s seat 
area, and lights out of sequence on the 
red STOP paddle.

District mechanics fi xed those items 
immediately, presented the buses to the 
state patrol for re-inspection, and re-
turned all but one of the buses to service 
while inspectors were on site, McDaniel 
said.

“With the age of our fl eet, we think 
these are good results from a mechani-
cal perspective,” McDaniel said. “But 
our goal continues to be 100 percent 
compliance.”

Bus inspection yields 
high passing rate

VV

V
VV
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Student athletes compete on renovated track and fi eld

Rogers and Puyallup high school varsity girls soccer teams are 
introduced under the lights on opening game day of the newly 
renovated Rogers High fi eld. The two schools’ junior high girls 
soccer teams also matched up earlier the same day.

Rogers High athletic coordinator Peter 
Collins said, “The appearance and quality 
of the fi eld turf is great — better than 
we’ve experienced from other new fi elds 
on which we’ve played. It is really nice 
to be able to practice on campus without 
having to travel to various places in the 
district on different days of the week.”

The renovated fi eld has a subsurface 
drainage system that supports having it 
used year-round. It also features a large 
two-toned blue “R,” representing Rogers 
High and the school colors. The letter is 
inlaid with fi eld turf fabric in the center of 
the fi eld.

The $3 million of improvements were 
paid for with state-matching funds and 
interest income collected through the 
voter-approved 2004 school bond. State 
law requires that matching funds be 
used for capital (construction-related) 
projects.

The school board agreed last year to reno-
vate the track and fi eld to provide students 
and the community with quality practice 
and game surfaces while freeing up time 
at Sparks Stadium in downtown Puyallup 
for other school athletic uses.

schools, the track and fi eld will be avail-
able for use by the community. The fi eld 
has markings suitable for football, soccer, 
and lacrosse.

Final work on the project, including con-
struction of a press box and storage build-
ing, is expected this winter, said project 
manager Mike Meadows. 

A new bleacher section on the south side 
of the fi eld is also expected to be in-
spected and approved by Pierce County 
offi cials for opening this winter.

Meanwhile, students have been taking ad-
vantage of the many other improvements 
completed over the summer, including an 
all-weather synthetic artifi cial turf fi eld, 
fi eld lighting, long-jump and triple-jump 
runways, a shot put throwing pad and 
landing areas, new walkways and fenc-
ing, and a newly resurfaced and restriped 
track.

One of the most noticeable improvements, 
Wells said, is the artifi cial turf fi eld. The 
new surface replaces a grass fi eld that had 
divots and was prone to puddles and other 
standing water problems during rainy 
weather.

Rogers High School junior varsity football player Dillon Russell, a 
ninth grader at Ballou Junior High, carries the ball past the Emerald 
Ridge High defense during the team’s fi rst game this fall on the 
newly renovated school fi eld.

Students, coaches, and the community 
celebrated last month as the inaugural 
soccer and junior varsity football games 
were played on the newly renovated Rog-
ers High School track and fi eld.

The fi rst games on the new turf took place 
on October 2 in a match-up between Rog-
ers and Puyallup high school girls soccer 
teams. Junior varsity soccer players took 
to the fi eld fi rst, followed by the varsity 
teams for a night game under the lights.

As referees led varsity teams onto the 
fi eld for player introductions, game an-
nouncers made special 
note over the intercom 
of the historic event 
taking place on the new 
turf.

Then, as darkness fell, all eyes were 
focused on the athletes as they moved the 
ball up and down the fi eld before a crowd 
of nearly 200 cheering family members, 
students, and community members.

“I spoke with a number of the adults and 
fans that night who were grateful for the 
wonderful facility upgrade and for what 
it means to Rogers High School athletes 
and programs,” said Rick Wells, direc-
tor of athletics, health, and fi tness. “This 

fi eld is a great addition to our district and 
community.”

Rogers High senior Lauren Swinney, a de-
fender on the varsity soccer team, praised 
the quality of the artifi cial turf fi eld and 
said she appreciates being able to practice 
and play games at her home school.

“It defi nitely adds to school spirit,” she 
said. “It’s also awesome being able to 
drive down the street next to it and see it 
all lit up.” 

Several days later, the Rogers High junior 
varsity football team 
had its moment in the 
spotlight, playing its 
fi rst home game on the 
fi eld against Emerald 
Ridge High School.

The track and fi eld is used by Rogers High 
School students for P.E. classes, as well as 
for junior varsity and varsity girls soccer 
practices and games, junior varsity foot-
ball practices and games, varsity football 
practices, cross-country, and track.

All high school varsity football games 
continue to be played at Sparks Stadium.

When open and not in use by district 

“This fi eld is a great addition to 
our district and community.”

Rick Wells

Celebration marks opening 
of Karshner Museum and 
Center for Culture & Arts

Neary 100 people, including a dozen 
relatives of the late Dr. Warner Karsh-
ner, gathered on October 10 to celebrate 
the opening of the Karshner Museum 
and Center for Culture & Arts. The 
facility, formerly known as the Karsh-
ner Museum, reopened this fall after 
a year of extensive curriculum plan-
ning and restoration work. The “grand 
reopening” featured guest speakers and 
musical performances, with special recognition given to Dr. Warner Karshner’s family members who 
traveled from Utah and throughout Washington state to witness the celebration. Washington Secretary 
of State Kim Wyman and several of her staff members also attended.

Photos (clockwise from top left): The Pandemonium steel pan ensemble, made up of Puyallup 
High, Kalles Junior High, and Spinning Elementary students, entertains the crowd; dancer 
Franchesska Berry performs a celebratory “Lamba” dance; and native drumming is shared by 
(from left) Lyle Dorman and Al Zantua, of Chief Leschi Schools, and Connie McCloud, a Puyal-
lup elder and cultural director with the Puyallup Tribe of Indians administration. 
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campuses, he said. 

Emerald Ridge High, for example, is the 
newest of the three comprehensive high 
schools. The school opened in 2000. 
While the school has a quality science 
lab, it no longer adequately serves the 
175-plus students that gather at any one 
time for experiments and other course 
work, Lowney said.

Lowney facilitates a district committee 
that is exploring academic options that 
could be offered as an alternative to the 
traditional comprehensive high school 
experience. Whatever the school board 
decides could also impact building space 
needs, he said.

The committee also heard from Randy 
Averill, executive director of technol-
ogy services, about work that has been 
accomplished and what still needs to be 
done to provide adequate and equitable 
technology services in the district.

Committee members have each been 
given a binder full of historical informa-

tion, including a list of projects in the 
failed 2013 school bond election.

It’s been 10 years (2004) since Puyallup 
School District voters last approved a 
school bond, which pays for construction 
projects such as new schools and other 
capital improvements.

Voters approved two school levies 
last February that provided a smaller 

funding package to address capital 
maintenance items like roof repairs and 
replacements, the expansion of full-day 
kindergarten, building system improve-
ments, and some technology upgrades.

The committee will also spend time in 
the coming months reviewing elemen-
tary, junior high, and high school 
growth demographics and growth 
projections.

Committee studies 
facility and 
technology needs
continued from page 5

All of the committee’s work leads up to 
the arduous task of identifying a list of 
facility and technology needs over the 
next 12 years. Recommended projects 
will be divided into three four-year 
increments, with the most pressing needs 
listed in the fi rst four years (2016-2020).

Members will consider new construction, 
program improvements, remodel and re-
placement, life cycle improvements (those 
improvements done prior to a remodel 
or complete replacement of a building or 
site), properties, and facility use including 
potential school consolidations. 

The committee is expected to submit its 
Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee 
2016 update report to the school board in 
January and then begin work on develop-
ing a recommended school bond package 
for the board’s consideration. That report 
is due to the board in mid-May.

Chief Operations Offi cer Rudy Fyles has 
reminded committee members that even 
if the school board decided to submit a 
school bond to voters in 2016, it would 
take three years (until 2019), for example, 
to build and open an elementary school.

District leadership began meeting this 
fall, he said, to discuss possible options 
that could be implemented as soon as 
next school year to address continued en-
rollment growth and instructional needs.

Citizens Bond Planning Committee members (from left) Ferrucci 
Junior High Principal Steve Leifsen, Rogers High student 
Nathan Conley, and Puyallup High student Jesse Jordan discuss 
enrollment growth and facility needs around the district.

High school prepares students for success in welding fi eld
It’s no wonder that all fi ve of Rogers 
High School’s welding classes are fi lled 
to capacity this year with more students 
waiting for open spots next fall.

With the recent upswing in construction 
industry-related jobs, including a high 
demand for welders, interest in the Career 
and Technical Education program at Rog-
ers High has never been stronger.

Students are lining up for the magnet 
program, which is open to high school 
students from throughout the district, to 
gain a working knowledge of and the 
technical skills associated with being a 
successful welder.

There are 120 students enrolled this fall in 
the program, which expanded two years 
ago to include sophomores along with 
eleventh and twelfth graders.

The number of females enrolled in the 
program is also growing, with seven en-
rolled this year compared to just one last 
year, said welding teacher Fred Fishback.

In simple terms, welding is the process of 
joining and cutting metal surfaces. Most 
welding processes involve using high-heat 

gas torches or high amperage electric arcs, 
fi ller material that is usually in wire or 
stick form, and pressure to permanently 
fuse metal pieces.

High school students learn what it takes 
to master basic welding techniques such 
as oxy-acetylene and arc welding, and to 
complete tasks such as welding a variety 
of joints and creating iron sculptures.

Welding is used in all types of construc-
tion, Fishback said, ranging from a high-
rise building in Seattle to a small washing 
machine part. 

Student welders also learn to use industry-
standard tools, ranging from an oxy-
acetylene cutting torch to a PlasmaCam 
— a computer numerical control (CNC) 
plasma cutter that was added to the pro-
gram last year.

The machine is capable of cutting steel 
plates up to 3/4-inch thick with extreme 
accuracy and unlimited designs, which are 
created in a computer software program. 

Some industries use humans to program 
and robots to operate high-tech welding 
and cutting machines, Fishback said.

“More and more, industry is using tech-
nology and robotics in welding,” he said. 
“All of our students leave the program 
with experience using the PlasmaCam.”

The veteran teacher has been teaching 
welding for 34 years, including the last 31 
in the Puyallup School District. He taught 
at Edgemont Junior High and Puyal-
lup High before moving to Rogers High 
School six years ago.

In addition to extensive hands-on training, 
beginning and advanced welding students 
also learn about structural design, welding 
safety, and applicable codes and standards.

Safety is critical, Fishback said. Students 
learn the importance of wearing goggles, 
face shields, and protective skin cover-
ing to prevent burns or overexposure to 
ultraviolet light.

Math and science lessons are also incor-
porated in the class amid the fl ying sparks 
and heat torches.

“We emphasize measuring with accuracy, 
so students need to know fractions, deci-
mal equivalents, and a little geometry to 
fi gure out angles,” Fishback said. “We do 

practical science when we study the effect 
of heat on metals.”

Serving their school and community is 
also an integral part of the program, Fish-
back said.

When the drama department needs a table 
or chair part welded, for example, students 
fi x it while practicing their newly learned 
skills.

For more than a decade, Fishback’s stu-
dents have also designed and constructed 
various iron sculptures for the annual 
Fantasy Lights holiday light display in 
Spanaway Park.

This year, 20 large lighted iron dragon-
fl ies and 20 butterfl ies will join a 2.5 mile 
stretch of lighted displays.

The event, celebrating its 20th anniver-
sary, is open from Thanksgiving through 
New Year’s Day.

By the time welding students graduate 
from high school, they are well prepared 
to take additional college courses toward 

continued on page 9

Rogers High School senior Noah Todd, a student in the school’s 
welding program, uses a wire feed welding process to craft a 
metal fl ower he designed in the Career and Technical Education 
class.

Fred Fishback (left), a veteran welding teacher in the Puyallup 
School District, explains a welding process to Rogers High School 
senior Hayden Keith.
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Fifth graders across district excel on state science test 

Welding program

their welding certifi cation or apply for 
apprenticeships and other industry-related 
jobs, Fishback said.

Plumbers and pipefi tters rely on good 
welding skills, for example, as do local 
companies related to the airline business 
and maritime industry, he said.

“I always encourage students to get more 
education and get better at what they do,” 
Fishback said. It takes about 18 months 
after high school to become a certifi ed 
welder.

Students can earn college credit for their 
high school welding classes through 
agreements with several area technical 
colleges if they get a “B” grade or better.

Noah Todd, a senior this year, said he 
plans to attend a trade school such as 
Bates Technical College or Clover Park 
Technical College to pursue a career 
that combines welding and wood car-
pentry.

A blue light emitted from a corner of the 
classroom one recent morning as Todd 
crafted a metal fl ower using a wire feed 
welding process.

“I would like to be a woodshop teacher at 

some point and eventually own my own 
design company,” he said.
 
Senior Alex Melroe, one of the females 
enrolled in the program, is also eyeing a 
welding-related career.

She said she has been using the welding 
skills she learned in class to help her step-

father restore a 1965 Chevy.

After high school, Melroe plans to pursue 
a welding and carpentry apprenticeship at 
Renton Technical College. She aspires to 
one day use her welding skills to land a 
job in stagecraft construction.

continued from page 8

Last spring, the U.S. Department of 
Education declined to renew a Wash-
ington state waiver that lifted some 
sanctions in the federal No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001.

As a result, a majority of schools 
and school districts across the state, 
including the Puyallup School District, 
learned over summer that they did 
not meet “Adequate Yearly Progress” 
(AYP) as defi ned by the federal law.

To meet AYP, 100 percent of all stu-
dents must have met math and reading 
profi ciency standards by 2014.

Test results are broken down by ethnic 
group and poverty level. If one category 
of students fails to meet its goals, the 
whole school fails AYP.

Districts and schools that did not meet 
those standards and also receive Title I 
federal funds, which provide academic 
support for at-risk and low-income 
learners, face a series of consequences 

Adequate Yearly 
Progress update for 
2014-15 school year

Fifth graders excelled last spring on the 
state’s Measurement of Student Progress 
(MSP) science test.

Scores released this fall show that more 
than 90 percent of students at four of the 
district’s 21 elementary schools — Wood-
land, Maplewood, Fruitland, and Shaw 
Road — met or exceeded state standard.

Woodland Elementary had the highest 
MSP science score in the district with 97.5 
percent of its students meeting standard.

This is also the third year in a row that 
more than 90 percent of the school’s fi fth 
graders met the state science standard.

“We are so proud of Woodland fi fth grad-
ers and their accomplishments on the 2014 
science MSP assessment,” said Principal 
Heather McMullen. “The MSP science is 
a rigorous assessment requiring students 
to apply science concepts learned through-
out the elementary grades and decipher 
scenario-based science questions.”

McMullen added, “At Woodland, you will 
see high expectations for students and ex-
cellent instruction in science at all grades 
and in our support classrooms.” 

Districtwide, fi fth-grade science scores 
edged up slightly compared to the previ-
ous year, with 75 percent of all students in 
that grade level meeting standard.

Students also outperformed the state 
average (66.8 percent) on the science tests 
administered last spring.

Glenn Malone, executive director of as-
sessment, accountability, and student suc-
cess, shared spring 2014 test score results 
at last month’s Puyallup School Board 
meeting.

Eighth-grade science 
scores dipped com-
pared to the previous 
year, he said, however 
tenth-grade End-of-
Course (EOC) biology 
exam scores contin-
ued an upward climb 
from the previous two 
years.

This continued growth 
is signifi cant, Malone 
said, as this year’s 
twelfth graders (Class 
of 2015) are the fi rst 
class of students that 
will be required to 
pass the biology EOC 
exam to graduate from 
high school.

The district has numerous instructional 
supports in place this year to assist stu-
dents in meeting that graduation require-
ment, Malone said.

Testing changed in 2014

Last year was a unique testing year for 
many school districts statewide, including 
Puyallup.

All of this district’s fi fth and eighth grad-
ers took the MSP science test as required 
by the state, but only two schools — Spin-
ning and Firgrove elementary schools — 
also took the MSP in math, reading, and 
writing.

Firgrove Elementary students made 
signifi cant gains in every subject and at 
every grade level, while Spinning Elemen-
tary showed growth in all but fi fth grade, 
Malone said.

“This is great news for both schools,” he 
said.

Smarter Balanced Assessment

The rest of Puyallup’s elementary schools 
tried a new Smarter Balanced online as-

sessment last spring that will be required 
of all Washington schools beginning in 
spring 2015. 

Participation gave staff and students 
valuable practice with the new and more 
challenging assessment, Malone said.
 
The test will be given this spring to stu-
dents in grades three through eight, and in 
grade 11. It is aligned to a set of national 
standards — or learning goals — in math 
and English language arts.

These standards are called Common 
Core, and they defi ne the knowledge 
and skills students need to learn to be 
prepared for college and career oppor-
tunities.

Because last spring was only a trial run of 
the online assessment, student scores from 
the 2014 test were not sent this fall to 
school districts nor to the families of the 
students that participated.

Fifth and eighth graders districtwide 
did receive their MSP science scores 
and will continue to take that test each 
spring until it is replaced with one that 
will measure a new set of national sci-
ence standards called Next Generation 
Science Standards.

New test brings new rigor

The new Smarter Balanced assessment, 
which will measure math and English 
literacy, is expected to be more rigorous 
than the MSP, Malone said.

Families can expect, therefore, to see a 
drop in student test scores in Puyallup 
and statewide beginning with the fi rst 
year of implementation in spring 2015, 
he said.

To see a breakdown of how the Puyallup 
School District and its schools scored on 
last spring’s state exams, visit the state 
Superintendent of Public Instruction web-
site at www.k12.wa.us and click the State 
Report Card icon. 

The state website also shows how each 
school fared on annual measurement 
objectives and provides information about 
school demographics.

continued on page 10

Woodland Elementary fi fth grader Rigoberto Rodriguez works on 
a science lesson this fall about predictions, observations, and 
measurement. Next to him are (from left) Erica Won and Emerald 
Porras.

Rogers High senior Matthew Hefty uses an oxy-acetylene welding 
torch to fuse metal. Hefty is among more than 120 students 
enrolled in the Career and Technical Education welding program 
this fall at Rogers High School.

Janie Cheon gets eye level with the measuring 
cup as classmate David Kotelevskiy tests the 
absorbancy of a napkin. The two students are in 
fi fth grade at Woodland Elementary school.
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Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Rogers High graduate provides dental care here and abroad

continued on page 11

Rogers High graduate Peder Nordberg, a practicing dentist in 
Puyallup, is joined by a University of Southern California dental 
student (far right) and a patient for whom they provided free dental 
care in Guatemala.

photo courtesy of Peder Nordberg

Somewhere in a tiny village almost 3,000 
miles away, a child is brushing his teeth 
before bed and perhaps thinking about 
Rogers High graduate Peder Nordberg.

Nordberg, who graduated in 2005, has 
spent the past fi ve years making annual 
trips to Guatemala to provide free dental 
care to impoverished families.

He travels each spring with his father, 
long-time Puyallup dentist Dr. Kim 

The 10-day mission trips, organized 
through the Christian Medical Dental As-
sociation of Southern California, include 
professionals who want to volunteer their 
time and expertise to serve others, he said.

Pharmacists, nurse practitioners, and oral 
surgeons also join the team of caregiv-
ers, which includes dental students from 
three major Southern California universi-
ties — the University of South California, 
University of California, Los Angeles, 
and Loma Linda University. Bilingual 
interpreters are also on site.

Nordberg describes the annual trips as 
one of the most rewarding aspects of his 
career.

“The patients will come back year after 
year and jump right into the chair because 
they are so excited to see us,” he said. 
“People there don’t have much.”

When they fi rst arrive in Guatemala, 
Nordberg and his father help the other 
caregivers set up a mobile indoor dental 
clinic.

The medical professionals bring dental 
equipment from the U.S. such as fold-
ing chairs, compressors to pump air and 
water, head lights, hand-held digital sen-
sors, portable generators to power drills, 
and boxes full of toothbrushes to promote 
good dental hygiene.

Various companies also support the trips 
by lending portable hand-held X-ray 

machines and other necessary equipment, 
Nordberg said. 

In addition to all of the equipment needed 
to provide successful dentistry, Nordberg 
said most dentists pack dolls, stuffed 
animals, bouncy balls, and other toys for 
the children.

It is not uncommon, he said, for volun-
teers to work 10-hour days to meet the 

needs of the people who sometimes wait 
in line to receive the free care.

Those that require monitoring of their 
healing are referred to a local dentist in 
Guatemala for follow-up care.

“We’re doing everything we can to save 

until they meet AYP for two consecutive 
years.

School improvement

Letters were mailed home in August to 
families of Firgrove, Karshner, Sunrise, 
and Waller Road elementary students 
informing them that their schools have 
been identifi ed in a step of improvement.

Schools in step one of improvement gave 
their families an option, as required by 
law, to transfer their children to a nearby 
school that is not in a step of improve-
ment.

As of early October, 
less than 3 percent 
of the families at 
the four elementary 
schools in steps of 
improvement chose 
to transfer their 
students to a differ-
ent school, said Liz 
Knox, assistant direc-
tor of Title I and the Learning Assistance 
Program (LAP).
 
Parents of children enrolled at schools in 
step two of improvement were given that 
same option or, if they elected to keep 
their students at their home attendance 
schools, could opt to receive free tutoring 
services.

The tutoring, provided outside of the 
school day by state-approved educational 
providers, was only available to families 
whose children are eligible for free or 

reduced-price lunches and are academi-
cally below standard.

Of the 502 students eligible at the two 
elementary schools in step two of im-
provement, just over 5 percent chose to 
receive the free tutoring services, Knox 
said.

District improvement

With the loss of the federal waiver, the 
Puyallup School District joins a majority 
of the 295 districts statewide in being 
identifi ed as not meeting AYP.

This year, the district is in step two 
of improvement. As a result, it must 
develop a districtwide improvement 
plan to address strategies to help schools 
better meet the needs of each student.

The district will receive technical as-
sistance from state education offi cials 
to develop its improvement plan, said 
Kathy Ehman, chief special services 
offi cer.

Because the No Child Left Behind Act 
requires the lofty goal that 100 percent 
of students meet standard, it is predicted 
that most, if not all, schools here and 
across the state will be in a step of im-
provement by 2017, Ehman said.

Ironically, she said, many of the 
schools in Puyallup identifi ed as be-
ing in a step of improvement are the 
same ones that have won state awards 
in recent years for improving student 
achievement.

For more information about Adequate 
Yearly Progress, visit the district website 
or contact Liz Knox, assistant director of 
Title I and the Learning Assistance Pro-
gram, at knoxec@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Adequate Yearly 
Progress update
continued from page 9

Sarah Price left school during her senior 
year in Spokane to move to Puyallup last 
spring with her eight-month-old son.

During the day, her family watches her 
child while she takes classes toward her 
goal of earning a General Education 
Development (GED) certifi cate in the 
Puyallup Open Doors program.
 
Price is among 125 students enrolled this 
fall in Puyallup Open Doors — a program 
that gives students who have left school or 
face signifi cant challenges in completing 
high school an opportunity to earn their 
diploma or GED certifi cate.

Enrollment has skyrocketed since Puyal-

lup Open Doors launched last fall with the 
fi rst two dozen students.

“This program really works for my sched-
ule,” Price said. “My mom and sister help 
out with babysitting while I am here, and I 
do classes online when he naps or goes to 
sleep at night.”

Price plans to go to college to become a 
licensed practical nurse. “I want to start a 
career and support my son,” she said.

Most of the students enrolled in the pro-
gram attended junior high or high school 
in Puyallup; however, some have waiv-

Enrollment surges in program to 
re-engage high school students 

Sarah Price is taking classes in Puyallup Open Doors, which 
gives her the fl exibility to continue her education while caring for 
her son.

continued on page 11

Nordberg, to provide care alongside other 
experienced dentists and dental students in 
training. 

For years Nordberg was the one learning 
from his father and other professionals 
during the trips abroad while getting valu-
able hands-on dental care experience. 

Now the 27-year-old, who earned his 
Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) degree 
a year ago, helps teach dental students 
procedures including fi llings, root canals, 
and extractions.

Dentists often see larger cavities among 
children and adults in Guatemala, Nor-
dberg said, because the use of fl uoride 
in the water is not as consistent as in the 
United States.

“We’re doing everything we 
can to save their teeth.”

Peder Nordberg

Liz Knox
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Graduate Profi le
continued from page 10

their teeth,” Nordberg said.

School years

Nordberg is the youngest of four children, 
all of whom attended Ridgecrest Elemen-
tary, Ferrucci Junior High, and Rogers 
High schools.

His older brother Eric recently fi nished 
his orthodontic residency at the Univer-
sity of the Pacifi c School of Dentistry 
in San Francisco. Eric has accompanied 
Peder and his father on Guatemala mis-

sion trips. His sister Maggie is a nurse 
in Seattle, while Molly is an elementary 
teacher in Yakima.

The youngest Nordberg played tennis 
and soccer at Rogers High, as well as 
percussion in the junior high and high 
school bands. 

One teacher who was especially infl uen-
tial during his Puyallup School District 
years, he said, is Ferrucci Junior High 
band director Bob Rink.

“He always pressed you to do your best. I 
always felt average, and I remember how 
he pushed me to do better.”

Rink said he re-
members Peder as a 
good percussionist 
who was persistent 
as he worked hard 
to improve.

“Peder is a quality 
person with a strong 
work ethic,” Rink 
said.

After graduating 
from Rogers High, 
Nordberg earned a 
bachelor’s degree in 
bioengineering from 
Washington State 
University (WSU).

He said he original-
ly planned a career 
as a mechanical 

engineer to pur-
sue his interest in 
design but changed 
his mind after doing 
several internships 
and realizing he 
wanted to be more 
connected to a 
profession serving 
people.

Four years later in 
2013, he earned his 
DDS degree from 
Loma Linda Uni-
versity School of 
Dentistry in South-
ern California.

Following in his
father’s footsteps

Nordberg joined his father’s dental prac-
tice in July 2013. He is known as “Dr. 
Peder” to help distinguish him from his 
father, “Dr. Nordberg,” who has been in 
practice in Puyallup for the past 35 years.

The Rogers High graduate treats about 
a dozen patients a day at the clinic near 
Canyon Road and 112th Street.

Like his father, Nordberg does everything 
from general cleanings and fi llings to res-
torations, same-day crowns, wisdom teeth 
removal, dentures, and tooth implants.

Much of dentistry is digital, and Nordberg 
said he especially enjoys that work since 
it draws on many of the design skills he 
learned in WSU mechanical engineering 

classes. He also had extensive training in 
digital technology at Loma Linda Univer-
sity School of Dentistry.

“Implants are a big part of the future of 
dentistry,” he said.

After being away at college for eight 
years, Nordberg said it has been inter-
esting returning home to Puyallup and 
treating patients who knew him as a 
child.

His father describes him as someone who 
“is really good with people” and added 
they are enjoying working as partners.

The younger Nordberg smiled and said, 
“We enjoy teaching each other.”

ered into this district from neighboring 
school districts or from out of the area.
  
The program, which features a spacious 
computer lab where students can work 
quietly on their classes, is housed inside 
a building that the district has leased on 
South Hill Park Drive near the Best West-
ern Hotel.

Students must be between ages 16 and 20 
by September 1 to qualify for admission, 
and they are asked to attend the onsite 
computer lab twice a week during a two-
hour morning or afternoon class session.

Puyallup Open Doors is staffed with certi-
fi ed teachers who can help students with 
core academic areas of math, language 
arts, social studies, and science.

Elective classes such as digital photogra-
phy, world languages, health and fi tness, 

and computer applica-
tions are also offered, 
with access to teacher 
support through Spo-
kane Virtual Learning.

Generally the com-
puter lab is fi lled with 
about 25 students on 
any given weekday 
morning or afternoon, 

said Lori Hadley, director of the school 
district’s digital learning and parent part-
nership programs.

Students are encouraged to block out an-
other fi ve hours a day — or 25 hours per 
week — to work on their online classes 
from home, Hadley said.

The reasons for their decision to leave their 
junior high or high school and participate 
in Puyallup Open Doors are varied and 
often heartbreaking, Hadley said. Some left 
because of medical issues, homelessness, 
or pregnancy, while others struggled with 
fi nancial issues, discipline problems, or a 
disengagement with learning. 

Jyleke Williams is new to the program 
this fall, having just moved to Puyallup 

from Tacoma, where 
he attended Stadium 
High School. He said 
he failed classes dur-
ing his senior year, 
mostly because he 
was too distracted 
with friends.

“Here I can focus 
and work at my own 
pace,” he said. “I can 
really be successful. I 
am two weeks ahead 
in my classes right 
now, and I love it. It 
gives me hope.”

Williams has seven 
credits left to earn his 
high school diploma 
and plans to attend 
Washington State 
University to study English and music. 
One day, he would like to be an English 
teacher.

Students like Williams begin the program 
by meeting with a school counselor to re-
view transcripts and create a personalized 
education plan.

Puyallup Open Doors program coordina-
tor Jaime Larson and the teachers then 
closely monitor each student’s progress 
to make sure they stay on track with their 
learning plan, Hadley said. The staff will 
call students at home if they see too many 
absences or a decline in their online work.

“We are dedicated to supporting each 
student and making sure they are as suc-
cessful as possible,” Hadley said. “One of 
our biggest goals is to make sure students 
know we care about them and want them 
to keep coming back.”

Some arrive at the program needing almost 
the full four years of high school credit, 
while others are only a few credits away 
from a high school diploma, she said.

The program is located near a city bus 
stop to make it easy for students who 
don’t drive. Free bus passes are offered to 
those who need them.

Former Rogers High School student 

Dylan Perry said he couldn’t be happier 
with his progress.

The 17-year-old said he was repeatedly 
suspended in high school for discipline 
issues in his sophomore year and in the 
fi rst half of his junior year. “I did some 
stupid things, but when I would try to go 
back and change things around, it was just 
a constant battle,” he said.

He left high school in the middle of his 
eleventh grade year and tried an online 
academy program before enrolling last 
winter in Puyallup Open Doors.

Perry has about 15 credits left to gradu-
ate and is hoping to fi nish his classes by 
summer and earn his high school diploma. 
He signed up this fall for English, biology, 
and an online elective course in health and 
computer applications.

His goal, he said, is to get his diploma, 
attend Tacoma Community College, and 
pursue a career in radiology, perhaps as an 
X-ray technician.

“I’m not that far away from being done,” 
he said.

For more information about Puyallup 
Open Doors or to sign up for the program, 
visit the district website or call the pro-
gram offi ce at (253) 841-8630.

Puyallup Open Doors
continued from page 10

Elizabeth Wesley merit 
scholars honored
High schools are celebrating the success 
this fall of 74 Puyallup School District 
students named Elizabeth Wesley Youth 
Merit Incentive Award recipients.

The Puyallup students make up more 
than a third of the 201 student scholars 
throughout Pierce County recognized for 
the honor by the Tacoma Urban League 
at an awards ceremony in September.

Jada Calhoun, a 
senior this year at 
Emerald Ridge High,  
addressed the crowd 
of more than 500 
guests as this year’s 
student speaker.

The Tacoma Urban 
League — the orga-
nization that spon-

sors the annual merit awards — also 
presented the Puyallup School District 
with the 2014 Drum Major Award. 
 
This is the fourth time in seven years 
that the district or one of its employees 
has received the Drum Major Award. It 
is given to those who support and facili-
tate the implementation of the Elizabeth 
Wesley Award Program in a school or 
district.

A plaque given to the district this year 
noted it was honored for its “Journey 
to Achieving Academic Success — To 
the Puyallup School District for their 
tradition of excellence and their continu-
ous progress in increasing the on-time 
graduation rate of African American 
students.”

The Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit 
Incentive Award program was created 
in 1996 to recognize and honor African 
American youth in grades nine through 
11 for academic excellence, community 
involvement, and good citizenship.

Read more about the award program, 
including the names of this year’s 74 
recipients, on the district website. 

Jada Calhoun

Puyallup Open Doors student Dylan Perry 
(foreground) wants to go to college to pursue a 
career in radiology.

Lori Hadley

Peder Nordberg (right) joins his father and long-
time dentist Dr. Kim Nordberg at his Puyallup 
practice.

Rogers High School 2005 graduate Peder 
Nordberg treats a young patient at a mobile 
dental clinic in Guatemala.

photo courtesy of Peder Nordberg
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Editor’s note: This is the next in a series of “Everyday Heroes” articles that will 
appear in each issue of Connections. The articles feature students who go above 
and beyond to make their school or community a better place. Employees through-
out the school district nominate students for the recognition. The name of each 
student nominated is featured on the new “Everyday Heroes” Web page on the 
district website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Ninth grader Sarah Ormiston (foreground) high-fi ves students in 
the morning as they arrive at Kalles Junior High School.

Students compete in math and fi tness relay

Sarah Ormiston
Kalles Junior High

Look up in the bleach-
ers at a Kalles Junior 
High School sporting 
event and she is there, 
cheering loudly as the 
team scores points.

She is also a familiar face in front of the 
junior high on most mornings, joining 
other leadership students in welcoming 
students as they arrive at school.

Even teens weighted down with books 
and musical instruments can’t help but 
smile as she hurries around the courtyard 
near the entry doors, fl ashing her big 
smile and reaching out for a fi st bump 
or a high fi ve from every student who 
passes.

Ninth grader Sarah Ormiston is one of 
Kalles Junior High’s biggest cheerlead-
ers.

“She is a major part of the heart and soul of 
this building,” said Principal Guy Kovacs. 
“Sarah, daily, makes other people’s days.”

She rarely misses a school dance, fund-
raiser, talent show, or opportunity to do 
community service, and she is usually the 
one helping behind the scenes to make all 
of the events go smoothly.

Her classmates not only notice, but have 
supported her in a big way.

The teen made school history last year as 
the fi rst student with special needs to be 
elected to serve on the school Senate. Five 
students are elected from each grade level 
to serve.

Last month, Sarah said she burst into tears 
when she learned that her ninth-grade 
classmates had once again elected her to a 
Senate seat.

“It is such an honor,” she said. “I feel so 
blessed.”

While admittedly nervous giving her 
election speech before a crowd of her 
peers, Sarah said, “I just spoke from my 
heart.”

Associated Student Body (ASB) President 
Xander Waits said that is typical of Sarah.

“She is the most supportive and uplift-
ing person you will meet here at Kalles,” 
he said. “She is always trying to lend a 
hand.”

Sarah spends two class periods a day in 
the school’s self-contained classroom for 
students with special needs. The rest of 
the day, she attends general education 
classes including physical science, choir, 
culinary arts, and leadership.

The 16-year-old said she volunteers 
whenever she can, including helping to 
direct cars in the school parking lot during 
the fall Washington State Fair. Proceeds 
collected during the annual Fair parking 
benefi t the school’s ASB fund.

“I just like helping other people,” she said. 
“I like making them happy.”

Anyone who knows Sarah also knows 
she loves sports. She has memorized the 

names and jersey numbers of the entire 
Seattle Seahawks team and watches all of 
their games on television.

Sarah competes on the school’s track 
team, plays on the Special Olympics 
basketball team, and is an assistant 
coach for the seventh-grade boys bas-
ketball team.
 
She assists boys basketball coach Ben 
Riippi, a teacher in the Kalles Junior High 

special education program and an admin-
istrative intern in the Puyallup School 
District.

“Sarah is amazing,” Riippi said. “She 
always wants to serve others.”

Earlier this fall, Riippi asked Sarah and 
two other students with special needs to 
speak to nearly 50 people gathered for 
a new substitute teacher training at the 
school district’s administrative offi ce. 
The students shared about their special 
education programs.

“I’m so proud of her,” said her mother, 
Amy. “She has gained so much confi -
dence at Kalles. The school is so warm 
and welcoming and has given her the 
opportunity to be included and part of a 
team.”

Giving back to her school and commu-
nity is one of her favorite things to do, 

Sarah said. This year, she hopes to work 
with leadership students to organize a 
schoolwide sock drive to help the local 
homeless population stay warm, espe-
cially during winter.

“It is hard to see the great things hap-
pening at Kalles without seeing Sarah’s 
smiling face,” Kovacs said. “She makes 
a positive difference every day by kind, 
simple acts toward others. She is an 
incredible example to all of us!”

More than 1,700 fourth, fi fth, and sixth graders from 19 elementary schools, Chief Leschi Schools, 
and All Saints School in Puyallup tested their math knowledge and physical fi tness abilities 
last month during the fi fth annual Marge Salmon Math Relay event at Sparks Stadium. Students 
competed in fi tness skills such as jumping jacks, jump rope, running, and push-ups while being 
timed by coaches and parent volunteers on multiplication and division math skills. 

Photos: Faith Hudson, of Chief Leschi Schools, does jumping jacks before racing through a set of 
multiplication and division facts and a series of fi tness challenges. Blaine Stauffer, of Woodland 
Elementary School, concentrates as he also tries to quickly answer multiplication and division 
problems on fl ashcards held by parent volunteer Nancy Simpson.

STEM Showcase 
information night is 
December 2
Parents and students throughout the 
district are invited to attend a commu-
nity night designed to help students be 
successful in creating projects for the 
district’s Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Math (STEM) Showcase.

The free information night will be held 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 2 in the Rogers High School 
Commons, 12801 86th Ave. E., Puyallup.

“This night is designed to help parents 
gain an understanding of what their 
child is expected to do with the science 
project and provide tools necessary to 
make it simple, easy, and fun,” said 
Christine Moloney, director of instruc-
tional leadership.

Kindergartners through twelfth graders 
will learn how to choose and create a 
project, and a packet of information will 
be given to participants to take home, 
Moloney said.

The STEM Showcase will take place 
during the Washington State Spring Fair 
April 16-19 in Puyallup. 


